
A photographic exhibition dedicated to interiors evocative of the historical buildings of Turin  
at Fox Galleries, Collingwood  

 
The palaces of Turin as seen through the eyes of Wayne Fogden 

 
On Saturday 2 February, a photographic exhibition opened at Fox Galleries dedicated to three of the 
most distinctive buildings in Turin: the Royal Palace of Venaria Reale, the Stupinigi hunting lodge, and 
the Royal Museums of Turin. Taken by Wayne Fogden, the photos allow the viewer not only to admire 
interiors evocative of historical buildings, but thanks to the perspective, to feel part of the environment 
itself.  
 
Fogden's choice of setting to create his collection (in Turin's palaces) is the result of a series of events 
that took place over the course of several years. Originally from Sydney, he always cultivated his 
passion for visual arts, first with drawing, then photography, while employed in sales and advertising.  
 
To support the career of his wife, a respected business executive, he found himself relocating more 
than once: first to Melbourne, then back to Sydney and finally, once again, to the capital of Victoria. ''A 
new beginning and new challenges came with each move. So, I began to feel the need to do something 
for myself, and dedicate myself to something of my own "says Wayne. 
 
Fogden decided to devote himself to photography which he had been passionate about for many years, 
choosing subjects and environments that interested him: "Sometimes by just taking a photo you will find 
the inspiration and understand what to capture and in which direction go. "This is how several collections 
are born, including the one set in Bronte Pool during the sunset in the coldest days (this and other series 
can be found at www.waynefogden.com). 
 
At the same time, Wayne and his wife began to take an interest in Italy and everything related to its 
culture: "We simply fell in love with this country, because it has everything: the people are fabulous, the 
food is incredible and there is so much history and culture!" The couple began to fly to Italy every two 
years, visiting the largest cities and getting lost in the backstreets of small villages, immersing 
themselves in Italian way of life.  
 
During one of their visits to Rome, Fogden found it difficult to photograph buildings because of the large 
number of tourists. "We were going to move to Venice and I thought I would try to send an email to the 
Palazzo Ducale, to find out if there was any possibility of taking some shots after closing time (to the 
public) "Surprisingly, they accepted my request and I had the opportunity to visit the ducal palace in the 
evening, with only my wife and a guide," he says.  
 
Thanks to the photos taken during this time, Wayne managed to organize a service inside Palazzo 
Biscari in Catania and then assemble a series of images that gave him credibility.  A few years later, 
the photographer returned to Italy to organize appointments for the interiors of buildings in Turin.  
 
Management even made itself available to open the doors of the buildings after the closing time. Of the 
Royal Palace of Venaria Reale, in particular, he says: "The lady with whom I was in contact let me work 
completely alone, wishing me good luck and to take all the time I needed." And he decided to do so: "I 
waited more than an hour before finding the perfect light to take a picture of the famous Galleria 
Grande". This experience was particularly emotional for Wayne: I was inside those huge halls - he 
explains - in the absence of other visitors, my mind began to digress and ask questions ". 
 
This project has now become something deep-seated that "has left with more questions than answers, 
especially compared to the people who once occupied these buildings and how they lived. "I would not 
be able to imagine Italy today without its buildings and I hope that many people of Italian descent can 
find a part of their history in my photographs. "Fogden concludes with a thoughtful observation: " I find 
it a bit incredible that many Piedmontese have never ventured into these places, but I think it's the same 
case of the numerous Australians who do not appreciate their country ". 
 
The exhibition will run until 2 March. 
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